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GIFTS AND DONATION PROGRAM PURPOSE  

 This policy establishes guidelines, standards and procedures for the 
installation and care of donated park improvements, as a result of cash or 
physical property donations. The policy does not apply to buildings or land. 
The county desires to encourage donations while managing the aesthetic 
impacts and mitigate ongoing maintenance costs. 

  

 The development of public facilities is expected to be the result of careful 
planning and quality construction. The memorial and donation review 
process is provided to encourage contributions to public parks and trails 
that: 

  ω  Cover the total cost of the project and installation 

  ω  Are sensitive to all park users and neighboring communities 

 ω  Are sensitive to the design standards adopted by the county  and the 
   Parks and Recreation Department 

  ω  Are sensitive to the long-term cost and maintenance of the donated 
  amenity  

 Guidelines established by this policy will apply to all donations made after 
the adoption of this policy. The purpose of this section is to provide 
guidelines for individuals or groups should they desire to decorate, 
landscape or adorn a donation such as a tree, bench or picnic table on 
county property.  

  

STANDARDS FOR NEW DONATIONS  

 Definition of New Donation: New donations are those made after the 
ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΩǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŘŀǘŜΦ !Ŏǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΥ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
the community have an interest in ensuring the best appearance and quality 
of their public facilities. Park amenities and their donation 
acknowledgements (i.e. plaques) should reflect the character of the parks 
and the community. The county staff will be responsible for the purchase 
and installation of all park elements. The Parks and Recreation Director may 
approve specific group or civic projects such as Eagle Scout or Rotary Club 
projects to be performed under the guidance and supervision of the parks 
and recreation to ensure consistency with the donation guidelines and park 
standards. 
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 Appearance and Aesthetics: All park amenities shall be installed in such a 
manner that will not substantially change the character of a facility or its 
intended use. Decoration, ornamentation, and adornment of donated 
elements can interfere with routine maintenance and appearance of the 
donated item. These adornments could also compromise the safety of other 
park users or wildlife. Nothing shall be hung or tied to trees. Due to the 
possibility of being trampled; inability to maintain or lack of irrigation; 
landscaping around site furniture shall not be permitted without written 
permission of the Parks and Recreation Director. 

 

 Maintenance: Donated Park elements and/or their associated donation 
acknowledgements, become county property. The county has the 
responsibility to maintain the donated amenity only for the expected life 
cycle of the donation. If the current information is available, the donor may 
be informed and given the opportunity to take further action at the 
expiration of the original life cycle.  

 

 Repair: The county has the responsibility to maintain the donations subject 
to availability of current funds and resources. Selection of donated items 
shall take into consideration short and long-term costs of the amenity. 
Repair parts and materials must be readily available. Donated items must be 
of high quality to ensure a long life, be resistant to the elements, wear and 
tear and vandalism.  

 

 Cost: The county has an interest that the donor covers the full-cost for the 
purchase and installation of any donated amenity. If the foreseeable 
maintenance of the amenity throughout its life cycle has a negative impact 
on the maintenance resources of the county, the county may ask that 
sufficient funds for on-going maintenance are included in the donation. 
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PROCEDURE FOR MAKING A DONATION  

 Procedure: The prospective donor must contact the Parks and Recreation 
Administration office to discuss whether a donation may be accepted based 
upon criteria contained in this policy.  

 

CRITERIA FOR ACCEPTANCE  

 Donation Plan: A prospective donor shall present their proposal to the Parks 
and Recreation Director. Plans to donate funds for a specific park or facility 
amenity or program will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 1) 
meets a true need of the park, facility or program, 2) does not interfere with 
the intended current or future use of the facility 3) meets our current design 
and amenity standards and 4) does not require relocation of other 
equipment or infrastructure to accommodate the donation. The county may 
determine that the park or facility is fully developed and the opportunity for 
donations are not available.  

 

 Donation Acknowledgements/Memorial Plaques: Donation 
acknowledgements and memorial plaques size, type and verbiage must be 
approved by the Parks and Recreation Director. Plaques must be 
permanently affixed to the donated item. Site furniture donations (i.e. 
ōŜƴŎƘŜǎΣ ǘŀōƭŜǎΣ ǘǊŀǎƘ Ŏŀƴǎ ŜǘŎύ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǳǎŜ ŀ оέȄ фέ Ŏŀǎǘ ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ŀǎ 
provided by the manufacturer. For other amenity donations 
ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǇƭŀǉǳŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ рέ Ȅ млέ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ 
otherwise approved by the Parks and Recreation Director.  

 

 Notification: It shall be the responsibility of the donor to provide the Parks 
and Recreation Administration office with a current address for the purposes 
of informing the donor, via letter, of the status of their donation request (i.e. 
acceptance, need to remove, repair, relocate or otherwise comply with the 
conditions in this policy).  
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 Conditions: Installation of the donated park elements will be completed by 
county personnel, unless other wise agreed upon by the Parks and 
Recreation Director and the donor. The county may approve a group 
installation project under the supervision of Parks Department personnel. 
The installation in either case will be scheduled by Parks Department 
personnel so as not to unnecessarily interfere with routine park 
maintenance activities.  

 

 Removal and/or relocation: This section applies to both existing and new 
donations. The county reserves the right to remove and/or relocate donated 
park elements and their associated plaques, when they interfere with site 
safety, maintenance or construction activities. This county will send a 
registered letter, in accordance with the above stated procedures, notifying 
the donor of any action taken related to the status change of the donated 
amenity. In certain unusual situations where the donated amenity must be 
removed in a safety or emergency situation, the notification may take place 
after the action is taken. In the event that an amenity must be permanently 
removed, the county will seek an alternate location.  

 

 Costs: The attached pages intended to include the cost of the amenity with 
shipping and the cost of the installation. Price ranges and pictures are 
approximate and may be subject to change due to possible increase of the 
ƛǘŜƳΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ  

 

PURCHASE INFORMATION 

  Please contact the Catoosa County Parks & Recreation Department to 
purchase a memorial item or make a donation. Donations can be made in 
the form of Cash or Check. Checks can be made payable to Catoosa County 
Parks and Recreation. 
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CONCRETE PAD 

$1,000 
PARK GRILL 
$250-$500 

FABRIC SHADE STRUCTURE 
$14,000 

PICNIC TABLE WITHOUT 
CEMENT PAD 

$800 

PLANTER POTS 
$600 

TRASH RECEPTACLES 
$700 

DRINKING FOUNTAIN 
$2,950 
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HORSESHOE PIT 
$250 

TRAIL MARKER & WAY FINDER 
SIGNS 

$750-$2,500 

DOG WASTE 
STATIONS 

$500 

BIKE RACK 
$200-$500 

BASKETBALL 
GOAL 
$3,000 
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ALUMINUM 
BLEACHERS 

$4,000-$6,000 PARK PAVILION 
$50,000-$60,000 

12X12 PICNIC 
SHELTER 
$20,000 

INFORMATIONAL 
KIOSK 

$500-$5000 

PUBLIC RESTROOM 
$45,000 
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ATHLETIC BALLS 
$100 

SOCCER GOALS 
$600-$3,700 

INDOOR BASKETBALL 
GOAL 
$2,500 

10X10 SPECIAL 
EVENT TENT 
$100-$250 

PROGRAM 
SUPPLIES 

$250 

DUGOUT BENCH 
$550-$1,350 
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2 BAY SWINGS 
$2,750-$5,000 

SLIDE 
$6,000 

4 SEAT TEETER 
TOTTER 
$2,000 
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OUTDOOR 
VOLLEYBALL COURT 

$2,500 
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MEGA TOWER 
PLAYGROUND 

$55,00-$177,000 

 

CENTER STAGE 
PLAYGROUND 

$48,000-$98,000 

 

YL5{Ω /IhL/9 
PLAYGROUND 

$17,000-$106,000 

 

¢h¢{Ω /IhL/9 
PLAYGROUND 

$12,000-$30,000 

 



M
is

ce
lla

n
e

o
u

s 

DIGITAL MESSAGE 
CENTER 
$25,000 

4X4 UTILITY VEHICLE 
$8,500 

MEMORIAL PLAQUES 
$250-$1,000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GYM FLOOR 
$95,000 

CANOES AND 
KAYAKS 

$8,000-$20,000 
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Catoosa County  
Parks & Recreation 

Department  
749 Pine Grove Rd.  
Ringgold, GA 30736  

706.891.4199 - Office  
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